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*End, and Scope of it being thi 
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The Plam Meant f the Firſt Chapter of the Reve- 
lation, ſafer 9 Rt way of Parapbraj e, ana Notes. 


alſo an Exhortation, not to Re 


in the Literal 


Bemg al 
Senſe of the Epiſtles ; but to ſeek out for ſuch a one, 


as may be Anſwerable tv the Statelmeſs of their 


Frontiſpece , 


Common 


WWo2ks, 


Line 
gory, Gal. IV. 14- 


HE Reader is here ſuppor'd to 
have had a fight of the former 
Sheet ; where I explain the three 


erſes; and ſo I proceed to the Buſi- 


weſs in hand ; which u, 


A Paraphraſe upom Rev. 1. 

. I. The Revelation, whereof 
Jeſus Chriſt is Author ; as God, and 
not as Man; for no Man is Vo en 
of ſuch Fore-knowledge ; The Main 
VIZ. 
To Fore-ſhew unto His Servantsflome 


k ae things of Great Importance, near ap- 


+ proaching; to wit, Thoſe Things, 


-by one of the Vial 


which in the XXI, and XXII Chapp. 
are ſaid to have bin Shewed to John, 
els. The ſame 
7Job.whoV.2.has Recorded the Doftrin, 
and Miracles of Jeſws Chriſt ; and was 
himſelf a PreſentW itneſs of them. V.3. 
Now, for Encouragement to the Stu- 
dious of theſe Myſteries, Bleſſed is be 
that Inrerpreterh (ſaith the Spirit) and 
they that attend to, the words of 'This 
Prophecy ; and Liveanfwerably ; and 


JP Know @Thy 


wpon line, line upon line; here a little, and there « 
little, Elay. XXVIIL. 10, 13. which things are an Alle- 


Obſerve the wonderful Workings of 
God's Providence, in bringing to paſs 
the ſaid great Things Predi& d init : 
For the Time of their Accompliſh- 
ment is Now at hand : it being the 
latrer end of the Viaktimes, which 
the Revelation chiefly addreſſes to ; 
hone new Lone . Co be 
rightly erſtood, and in of 
- 68 Only, ir is properly call'd 'a 
REVELATION. Notes. Obſerve here, 
that although the Bleſſedneſs may af- 
ter a ſort be to —_ Tr 7" ro belo 

to the Readereven of the Literal ſenſe 
ol __ Prophecy ; there being 'many 

xcellent things, appearing 1 ts v 

Superfice : yer S—_— $.[ for the 
time us at Hand, | which are 'd as 
the Reaſon of the Blefſedneſs, cannot 
be opplice, but only with regard to 
che Myſtical, or Prophetic fenſe 
of it. But there we are to nore alſo, 
That the Viſions of 'this Book be- 
gin at V. 9g. All before that, is but'a 
Preface, containing the Title ; the 
Author ; rv main Scope and Defy 3 


2 A Payaphra ſe 


the Scribe ; the Benefit of Reading it. 
All which are- compris'd in the 3 firſt 
verſes. Afterwards, as John had recei- 
ved a Commandment at V. rr. towrite 
whit he had ſeen, (or ſhould ſee) and 
ſend-rt ro the Churches &c. ſo, in the 
4th verſe, he begins his Epiſfle to them, 
in theſe words ; V.z4. John the ſeven 
Churches which are in Aſia, Grace be unto 
40:1, and peace, from God, who in thefe 
Vitions has bin repreſented ro me, 
under the Title of, Which «© and Wirth 
was, and"Which is to come, Chap. 4. 8. 
16, 5. and from the Holy Ghott who 
has bin Repreſented ro me, as Seven 
Spirits before the Throne of God, Chap. 4. 

- 5. Notes, One Church, conſider'd 
as divided into Seven Intervals, is re- 
preſented in this Prophecy, as ſeven 
Churches : juſt as One Empire , for 
the hke reaſon, is ſet forth as Seven 
Beaſts, or Empires, Chap. XVII. For 
that Empire, under its f{ixth Head, is 
repreſented as a Dragon ; Chap XII. 3. 
under its ſeventh; as a Leogard, &c. 
Chap XITI. 2. So a Book, with One 
Seal, (conſiſting of One Continued 
MyRery all along) is call'd Chap. V. 
1. a Book: with 7+ Seals. Becauſe the 
Bopk is there Conſider'd, as Divided 
into Seven Parts. And in like manner, 
the Miniſters of the Church who -in 
this Prophecy, are Uſually call'd' the 
Angel of it ; if the Church it ſelf be 
conhder'd as Divided into ſeven In- 
rervals (or Churches) are call'd Seven 
Angels Theſe Angels are #lfo called 
Spirirs, Chap..4. 5. V.6. And as the 
mb 1s ſomerimes Chrift, and ſome- 
times his Church ( ſce my Nutes on Chap. 
4- 9.) and the Sitter on the Throne, 
etunes- God, and ſometimes the 
King ;. according as the ſenſe Dire&ts ; 
ſo a ſpirit is ſometimes the Miniſters 
of the Church,and fomerimes the Holy 
Ghoſt himſUf, under whom they Mj- 
niſtey ; who has conſtiruted them his 
Overſeers, and who as in them and, 
by them- Laſtly, as ope Church is 7 
Cherches ; one Angel, ſeyen Angels ; 


upon Rev, I. 


ſo,one Spirit is ſeven Spirits, according _ 


to i the ſevenefold * Diviſtons of the 
Church, in which he is. And whereas 
theſe ſeven Spirits are faid to be before 
the Throne, which argues them to be 
Mini/tring Spixits : 1t will come all ro 
one, if weunderſtand them of the Holy 
Ghoſt (as 1 have ſaid) conlider'd as 
the Aduater, and the influencer of 


his Miniſters ; that is, as making good :- 


our Saviours Promle, that he ſhould 
Abide in, and with the Church for 
ever, John. 14. 16, &c. For God is 
repreſented no otherwiſe (accordin 
to the Myſtical ſenſe of this env, 
than as Ruling -in and by ſome King; 
nor Chriſt, than as ſuffering, or Tri- 
umphing, in his Church ; nor the 
Holy Ghoſt, than as AQting in his 
Miniſters. 

V. 5. And from Jeſt Chriſt, who us 
the Faithful -Witneſs ; -.vho laid down 
his Life for the Truth's ſake ; and is 
Riſen again, as the Firſt-fruits of them 
that ſleep in . him, 1 Coy. 15. 20. and 
who, by his Faithful ſervants, has fre- 

uently done the ſame, as hath bin 

ewed me in theſe Viſions. Who, 
preſently after his Reſurreftion became 
in his Own perſon, The Prince of the 
Kings of the earth;and in theſe Viſions 
has Fin Exhibited as ſuch, in his Vice- 
gerents ort Earth, Chap. 22. 3, 4, 5. 21- 
23, 24, 25, 26. Unto him, who, 10 his 
Own Perſon, hath Loved us, and 


or 
w from our ſins in his own Blood: V. þ. 


And, as hath bin ſhewed me in the © 


following Repreſentations, bath (by 


the Miniſtry of Reformed Princes ; ©" 


and particularly, of thoſe of Exgland) 
highly Honour'd us, both Lafcs and 
Clergy-Men, with great Power, and 
Large Revenues, td. be employed in 
the ſervice of God, and his Father ; 


and now no more, after the Reſtaurs- 
tion of the Charch of Englayd, to be 
taken from us; To Him be wan, #. and 
Dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. Notes, 
The main Buſineſs of the Revelation, 
being-to ſet-forth the Hynour of Chrilt 
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A Paraphraſe 
its Author, V.1. may be conceived 


as the Reaſon, why St. Joh»ngles Him. 


out from the other Perſons of the 
Trinitys contenting himſelf with a 
Bare Mention of che Farher and che 
Holy Spirit, and exprelly afcribing 
Glory and Dorginion to Chriſt only ; a 
thing very well worth our Obſerva- 
tion. For this is well accommodated to 
the Bulineſs in hand ; which is, per va- 
rios caſw, &* Diſcrimina, to bring us 
in the End, to that moit Glorious,and 
moſt Deſirable Eſtabl:ihmenrof Chriſt's 
Erernal Kingdom in the world. Chap. 
XXI, and XX1II. and withall, to affure 
us of our. Saviour's Divinity. With 
relation to which things (to wit, the 
Kingdom of Chriſt on earth ; and his 
Equality with the Father,) we are alſo 
to underſtand the next two veries ; 
; thus. 

V. 1. Behold, be is Coming ſpeedily, 
in his Choſen ſervant, to take Venge- 
ance of his Enemies ; attended with a 

Rerinue. His Glory ſhall be very 
Manifeſt Then to Every body ; even 
to thoſe that had a hand in his Qwn, 
or in any ofhis ſervants Death ; to His, 
and their Perſecurors, and Murderers. 
And it ſhall be matter of Remorſe to 
all Earthly, Senſual. and Degenerare 
Profeſſors ; that ever they, or -their 
Fathers; had bin concern'd in any fuch 
Injurious, and Deſtruftive Prattices. 
They ſball then Repent, and give Glory 
to God by their Unfeigned Converſion. 
And ſo. the Tyranny of Antichriſt 
ſhall be Aboliſhed, and the Kingdom 
of Chriſt Eſtabliſhe in the World. Even 
ſe. Amen; ſays every Pious Soul. 
Notes. The Subjefts of Rome being 
noted by Waters, Rev-XViIL 15. the 
Regnant Part is left to be underſtood 
by the Earth ; which, like' an Iſland, 

-Overlooketh, Preſideth over or (as the 
Spirit himſelf there expreſſeth it) ſir- 
teth upon thoſe Waters. And thus 
is that Type of Earth conſtantly ta- 
ken wherever | it occurs, throughout 


the, Prophecy. Apd we may Obſerye 


#)ow Rev. I. 


alſo, That as this verſe his Relation 
ro the Kingdorg of Chiiſt on 
Earth: fo the Next, as has bin ſaid, 
1s a Declaration of his Divinity, ac- 
cording to the Letter ; and of his Ne- 
ver-cealing Care of his Church, ac- 
cording to the ſpirftual meangng of it. 
us, 

V. 8. IT am that Very God, to whom 
belong 2!] Titles of Ho 10ur to Him 
alcribed by rhe Ancient Prophets 
Moreparticularly, with refpe& ts my 
Church, 1 am Alpha, and Omega ; the 
the Deginmng, and the Ending ; [aith thi 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt compare F. 11, 13, 17, 
18. the F.rſt, and the Laſt (a T:tle, by 
the Propher E/ay, Appropriated to the 
only True God, that is ro Me ; for 
he ſaw my Glory, ana ſpake'thoſe word: 
of Me) whichs, and which was and which 
# to come, the Almighty, And according- 
ly, as will be feen evidently from x 
following Viſions, I continue with 
my Church (as I have promiſed them) 
throughour All Ages. Mar. XXVi1I1, 
wt, Notes. Theſe verſes: hitherto we 
are to look upon, as the Preface ; ſer- 
2 the Main Scope of the Book; 
and particularly Inſiſting on the Chief 
Viſiorof all. Whidft had alfo bin re- 
preſented to the Prophet Laſt. from 
Chap. XX1, g. &c. ro the end of the 
Revelation ; and which, for both thoſe 
Reaſons (to wit, both as the Laft, and 
the' Chiefeſt,) may well be conceiv'd 
to haveleft the ſtrongeſt lmpreflion on 
his Mind, and to have lien rmoſt 
in his Meditations ; wha Thcris 
bin a SpeQtator of rhe whole ſrene) 
he came to ſend an account of ir, ac- 
eorning to Order, to the ſeven Church- 
es. The following verſes to the 1 
are a Plain Declaration” of ſome Cir<- 
cunftances, relating to St. John's Re- 
ceiving theViſfions; and of great Uſe 
for our Underſtanding the meaning of 
them. Eſpecially thar Circumſtance 
of his being in the Ifle of Patmos as 


will appear by and by. 
A.2 
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V. 9. T John. who alſo am your Brother 
and Companin in Tribulation, and in the 
K'noa01m and Patience of Jeſus Chritt, was 
in the Ile that is call.d Patmos, for the 
Mord of God, and jo the T:ftimon) of 
J-ſas Chriſt. Which my Deſolate, and 
Diſconſolare Condition (as an Inſtance 
of his Tender Care over All that are 
Afﬀlitted for his fake) he was p'caſed 
to make an Opportunity of wnparring 
Great and Glorious Myſteries ro me, 
in the following manner. 

10. 1 was in a Rapture, or 
Ecſtaſy, on a certain Sunday,of all the 
days in the week ; which the Lord 
will have to be obſerved in a peculiar 
manner and to be employed to his own 
Honour, in holy Exerciſes, and Me- 
ditations ; and I heard behind mt, a 
great Voice as of a Trumpet (reſembling 
the Voice of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
E/ay. LVIII. 1.) Saying I am Alpha, 
and Omega ; the Firſt, andthe Laſt; the 
Church before rhe Reformation, and 
the Church Reformed : and what thou 
ſceft, write in a Book, and ſend it unto the 
Seven Churches, which are in Aſia: unto 
Epheſus, and wnto Smyrna, and unto Per- 
gamus, and unto Thyatirs, and unto Sar- 
dis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto La- 
odicea. 

V. 12. And being thus poſited in 
the Iſle of Patmes, and- turning the' 
Byes of my Mind, as dire&ed by the 

Bare ſound of the words, rowards 
-. I could not perceive the Voice, 
thar ſpake ro me. For which cauſe 
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it was, that the Voice ſpake” Behind 


mie : that thereby | might: be- obliged 
torurnmy Mind Weſtward, towards 
Rome. by which was intimated come 
(andin "(pk Every Reader of the fol- 
lowing Epiittes, Thar there are- Two 


Sznſes of the Name of Every Church-; 
che One Litreral, whick is the- Fore 
right ſenſe; and the Orher Myſtical ; 
which ſounds Behind -us / as 3t- were 57 
ſo that we muſt Turn our Imaginaritty) 
from the Letter, ere we can Diſcern 


the True Purpert of the Epittles. The 


wpon Rev. 1. 


ſame thing, which is alſo ſignified in 
theSealed Book by the writing. within 
the Book, (which could not. be: read 
withour Unſealing the Book; ) and 
the writing on the Back /:4e, Obvious 
ro Every Jos RevIti. Wherefore be- 
ing thus Turned towards Rome, I 
perceived what I looke for ; to wit;an 
Appearance of ſeven Golden Candle- 
ſticks ; of Afa, 2 very Faint Reſem- 
blance [as may appear from Al accoumts 
that are given of the Epiſtles in the Lite 
ral way ; | but of the Church of Rome 
conlider'd as Divided (afterthe Cuſtom 
of this Prophecy in other Caſes) into 
ſeven Intervals, a moſt Brighe, and: 
Lively one. Notes. This 1 hope to 
make appear by the following Expo- 
ſition. Only we may obſerve, thar as: 
the Empire of Rome is ſet forth by the 
Myſtical name of Babylon, Chap. XVII. 
ſo the Church of Rome here, by the 
Churches of 4fa. And as the My-- 
ſtical Babylon has ſome Reſemblance 
to the Real one : ſo, no doubt, the. 
Myſtical Churches of A4fa. to their: 
Protorypes.So that the Epiſtles may be' 
accommodated to the Keal Churches 
of Afia,after a fort ; (and as the Viſion 
Rev. XVII, may be to Real Babylon ; ) 
but there appears no Life nor Spirit 
in them, til they are applie\' ro: the 
Myſtical Churches. 

 V.13. And in the midſt of | the Stun 
C ks, ſaw the Lord Jefas'repre- 
ſented in the-Form of theRuters ofhis' 
Church, bis Immediate Miniſters, and! 
Vicegerents;from the Beginningto the” 
ending ; which-we are ro! conſider, as 
an Exemplification of the Title hetiat” 
juſt before afſury'd', of being the BY; 
and the Laft. Th which, the fnrſtrhing” 
thar offer'd- it ſelf: was his 
[or the Seprnagine calls ond of the Prieftly 
Habits, Exod, XXV ITE 4] Long Gars 


ment dint” to the foot ; 1 ig char y 
ranma ber ax Boer i Mine F] 
Inſpection and Carecofehs-Failvhfal fn 
thav Conimunion; ' from firtt' ts laft 
ſhould be (for the far greateſt part) 

in 


in the hands of Prieſts, next under 
Chriſt, And thoſe, Grave, Ancient 
Men ; agreeing to the Repreſentation 
of the Head and Hair of the Apparition, 
which were White like Wool, xs Whites. as 
Snow. And his Eyes were as a Flame of 
Fire, burning with Zeal againſt Idola- 
try : (compare Deur. XIIL 8. A&s. 
XVIL16.8[LXXIX,5.&c.) which was 
the great Offence,thar ſtil] exercis'd the 
Patience of the Faithful all along ; till 
in the Larter times of that Church, 
(for Rome is not reckon'd as a' Church. 
in this Prophecy, after the Reforma- 
tion) which are ſignifhed by the Feet 
of this Appearance (for which, comp. 
Dan. IL, 33. &c.) Burning the ſervants 
of Chr __ Hanes the. "_ 
Revenge of their Oppoting Idolatry. 
ad chnentons were . Fet of the Son 
of Man repreſented like unto Fine. Braſs, 
as if they burned in a Furnace,and hi:sVoice 
Was as the ſound of many Waters ; that is, 
Peoples, and Nations ;, of which the 
Church of Rome, the great Metropolis 
of 'the Empire, all along ( bus, efpeci- 
ally ſince'the Conſ{antinian Revolution) 
has conſiſted. V.16 And by Miracles,& 
Signs and Mighty Deeds, and Extra- 
ordinary Providences, as with his Right 
Hand, he till Sapported his Faithful 
ſervants, the Peeaultrs of his Word; 
and, for the-mpre effettoa] |Enlarge- 
ment of his Kingdom; \rais\d up. Em- 
perors, and\other Porentares,' to -10yn! 
their Temporal Power, with the Sp 
ritval of his Prieſts; | which, like a 
Two-edged ſword, might Cut Both; 
ways. Andthe ſplerdor of his Counte-! 
nance (whereby be brought Men - un+! 
der . his : Obedience A#-. IN. -3. 4. 
XXV1.- 13. 144 Pſals LEXVILE 7x, ; 2: 
and henifies here, the Light of' has) 
Glorious J} war as the San ſlvneth 
inrhis Strength; Which being both the 
Unpaines (or. Firſt) part of the. 1: 
; and yed the: Laſt thing , Þ- was 


mage 
directedito take Notice:of 5 45 a fign,.; 


Thar-iv owghr' tobe referr'd; bpth. to, 


the Firſtand Laſt Times of the Church 
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ſignified by the Image : to wit, That 
as ſhe was at firſt Converted (and 
Particularly, her firſt Biſhop St. Paul) 
by ſuch. a Glormus: Light; ſo ſhe 
ſhould be at Laſt Reform'd by ſuch a 
nother, Spiritually underſtood. Notes. 
The Right Hand of God is uſed in 
Scripture, 1. For Gods Miraculous 
Power, (Exod. XV. 6. As. 11.33. V. 
31.) 2. For Regal Power, God's Pe- 
cular Bleſſing, and Direction, (/ ſal. 
XVII. 7.XVIIL. 5, Rev. V.” 1) 3. 
For Both ;_ (Pſal. XLIV. 3. LXXVIl:. 
54.) And thus alſo Chriſt, or any Good 
King, chart fights his Battels, may be 
cali's The Man of God's Right Hand, 
Pſal. EXXX. 17. wherefore, by its 
lace in the Image before us; where 
the Voice, as the Jound of many Waters, 
on the one fide, has \ Manifel Aſpect 
ufon the Mighty. Encreaſe of the 
Church of Rome, upon Conſflentine's 
coming to the Empire ; and the Two- 
edged Sword on the other ſide,. to the 
Twa-fold Power, that the Church 
thereby. attain'd; I cannot but think, 
that the Right-Hena ought to be refer- 
red Przncipaly, to that Notable Deli- 
verance ofthe Church, by Conſtantine 
the Great ; and rothe Favour of many 
Pious Princes-afterwards, conſequent 
thereupon; who: ſhew'd themſelves Nur- 
ling; Farhers to the: Family of. Chrift. 
. 17.5. Whereupon 1fell at bu Feet 

as. Dead; and: was therein a Type of 
ther Reformation ; that is, , of thoſe, 
who by the Zedlous Preaching. of 
Wicklif, Luther, Calvin, and many 0- 
ther, Godly. Miniſters, of the Goſpel 
(the Lighs of Learning alſo breaking- 
out with a. ſurprizing} Luſtre at the 
lame time ra. Were: brought-off to 
Purity: of - Rel 'gion , from the Ro- 
miſh. Superſtitions. Notes. The Feer of 
Chriſt are- very ficly ſer- ro denote the 
Stanch Stable, and tfuffering part of his 
Chuxchz; by. re- ſoa of that Ancient Pre- 
dition which the meg flly aVude ri 
cqncerning. the!Serpents. bruzfing- the 
Ced-of the Womans Heel, Cen. ITT. 


15. 
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15. Now there is in mg =omur ant 
a three-fold mentivn of Chritit's Feet, 
One, in the mevfns, or Garment 
down to the. Foor ; in the Firſt part of 
r!1e Deſcription. Which may be Te- 
ferr'd to the Apoſtles Sr. Peter, and 
St. Paul. the Baſis or Pundation of this 
Church of Rome; as the Apoſtles are 
call'd Eh, 11. 20. "The next, juſt: af- 
rer the Deſcription of his Fiery (or 
Jealous) Eves ; which is very appo- 
frely leconded with chat of his Fer, 
like unto Fine Braſs, as if they burned in 
4 Firvace. For they that could not 
endure to ſee the True God diſhonou- 
red by !dolatry, were fure to be- caſt 
into a Burning Fiery Furnace. , This 
therefore ſignifies the Fiery Trials of 
that Church, both before ' Conſtantine, ' 
and alſo before rhe Reformation, ' Ir 
ſignifies thoſe before Conſtantine, by 
vertue of irs place in the Deſcription. 
For it is follow'd by rhat Voice like 
the found of many Warers ; - which 
refers (a$ has bin obſerved already) to 
chat Vait Augmentation of the Chur- 
ches Numbers, made by Conftantine's 
coming to the Roman "Throne. which 
Advancement of his came juſt to Cloſe- 
up the Hotteſt of all 'the Ten Perſe- 
cutions. And it ſignifies alſo the 
Perfecurions, (that immediately Prece- 
ded the Reformation, in vertue of the 
place thas the Feet have in the Body ; 

which is the Laft, and Loweſt of all ; 

whereby are ſignified the Laſt times 
of rhat Church, that is repreſented by 
the Image, Dan. 11+ 33. The third 

mention of Chriſt's Feer, is in the 

words we are now upon ; to wit, next 

after that of the Glorious Light, 

whereby the Reformation was effetted. 

When | ſaw his Counterfanice ſo excee- 

ing bright and dazling, 7 fel (ſaies the 

Prophet) at his Feet as dead. Whereby 

is implied, That rhe Reformation 

was to be brought in immediate] uP- 

on that horrid Burning of the Fait - 


ful, in Queen Mary's days, for their 
cdaſtantProfdlion of the Faith. Which 


upon Rev. | 
15 here expreſled by theFeet of Chriſt like 


fine Braſs, as if they Burned in a Furnace, 
And he laid his Right hand upon me, 
that is, And by the Miniſtry of Kings 
(particularly of rhe Ergliſh) he laid, as 
it were, his Right hand upon me [ ſee 
the Notes on the former werſe;] and 
bid me not to Fear ; for He would 
certainly ſtand by me in the Profeſſion 
of his Holy Truth. For (fays he again 
ro me) 1 an the Firſt and the Laſt ; am 
Prefene with my Church throughour 
All Ages ; both with the Primitive, 
and the Reformed ; both with the 
Church of Rome and with the Church 
of England, &c. I am he that livth, 
and was dead, both in my own Perſon, 
and in the King and: Church of E#- 
gland; Chap. V.6. and behold Iam now 
alrve again in both reſpets fonever- 
more (it being not poſſible, that either 
I, or the ſaid Church, ſhould ſuffer 
Death again z#ſecond time) Amen ; And 
have the Keys of Hell and of Death, where- 
by 1 am empour a to deſtroy all Ene- 
mies; and am'now about to pur in uſe 
the Power, T1 am 4nveſted - with. 
Notes. Theſe Keys are an Emblem 
of Chriſt's Kingdom which when he 
comes to ſettle in the world, he brings 
in his hand the Key of the Bottomleſs Pit ; 
to ſhut Satan up into it, that he may no 
longer have his Liberty, to deeeive 
the. world. _m_ XX. 1, 3. And thus 
we ſee in this Hieroglyphic, a'Nora- 
ble Repreſentation of the Church (and 
of the Lord Jeſus in it, and with it) 
all along, from Firſt ro- Laſt. 'In the 
Church of Rome firſt ; and, upon her 
Rejeftion (whereof more, in the Epi- 
ſtle to Laodices ſee alſo Rom. XI. 29, 
21, 22.) in the Church of - England. 
Bat here ' we may obſerve, That the 
Condition of the Primitive Church, 
is ſet forth by a viſible Repreſentation : 
bur that of the Reformed Church, b 
Speech. Upon which ir may be fir 
to Norte, That St. Jobn conſtantly re- 
preſents a Member (one or more,) 
of the Reformed Church and conſe- 
quently, 
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nently, is never found, either to 
{ k, or to be ſpoken to, but only in 
the Times of the Reformation. Initan- 
ces we have, Chap. IV: 1.V.s. VL ;, 
5, 7. VII. 13: X. 8. and in many other 

laces. If ir- be Objeted, That the 
Epiſtles deſcribe the Fates of thg Pri- 
mitive Church and yet are Deafated 
to St, John, every word of them: 1 
anſwer, True; bur then, Obſerve 
withal, That the Di#ator himſelf (to 
whor all times are Preſent) firſt puts 
himſelf into the Times of the Refor- 
mation, before he ſpeaks a word. His 
lice indeed is ſaid to have bin as the 
Voice of many Waters before : but no 
diſtint Word was heard from him. 


- The Epiſties therefore are ſent, as 


from the Reformed Church to-.the 
Primitive ; and contain the ' Qne's 
Cenſure of the Other, as it is drawn in 
their Writings. To which purpoſe 
again, is that of the Prophers Looking 
back, Chap. 1. 12. ere he could fee the 
ſeven Candleſticks. For, as he had his 
Mind upon Afa firſt (as is ſaid already) 
bur was made by the Voice to turn 
himſelf rowards Rome : ſo, as a Pro- 
het, we are to ſuppoſe, that he had 
his mind upon Time to Come ; but 
was Turn'd by the Voice to time Paſt. 
That is, At his firſt Entrance into his 
Prophetic Ecſtacy, being rapt into the 
Times of the Reformation, he could 
not ſee the Primitive Chugch of Roe, 
without Looking-back. And this is 
that which has bin already Intimated, 
from the firſt 3 _ That the _— 
lation, as a Prephecy, {apps to the 
Vial-times only. Which 
ſeem alictle hard at firſt rtocomprehend; 
I pray, How can you expeQt, but that 
ſome ſhould do ſo ? Get over it there- 
fore for the preſent, with as hrrle Pre- 
judiceas you can. The Reſt are Eaſier ; 
and at lait will make This Eaſter alſo; 
nay, 2 little Time will put it paſt all 
Queſtion. 
Y. 19. In the end, with reference 


tothe buſineſs I was call'd ro, he added 
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theſe words, Write the things which thou 
haſt ſeen, every thing as ſoon asthon 
haſt ſeen it [CompareChap X. 4. XIV. 
13. XIX. 6. XXL 5.) both This Viſion 
that thou haſt ſeen already, and thoſe 
that are to follow : concerning the 
Afairs bcch of the Church of thy own 
times, and from thence to the Refar- 
mation (for theſs, we muſt note, are 
the words of an Interpreter, and not 
of one that has a Part in the Repreſen- 
ration; and therefore are to be under- 
itood Plainly, of the Real Time then 
Preſent) and Write alſo the State of 
the Reformed Church (which is call'd 

Chap. IV. 1. Things that muſt be Hereaf- 

ter.) The Myſtery of the ſeven ftars, which 
thou ſaweſt in my Right-hand, and of the 

ſeven Golden Candleſticks. The ſeven Stars 
are the Angels, or Miniſters, of the Seven 

Churches ; and the Serum Candleſtick, 
which thou ſaweſt, are the Seven Churches. 
Notes. From hence again it appears, 

"That the Epiſtles are Myſtical, For 

Why elſe are Candleſtick; put for 

Churches ; and Stars, for Miniſters, if 

every thing elſe be Flainly to be under- 

ſtood? And why in plain Epiſtles ſo for- 
mal, and Unheard-ofan Interpretation 
of Two words ( not very Difficult 
of themſelves neither) but to warn us, 

That thr Epiſtles are.not written in& 

Vulgar Stile ; but are all of a Piece 
with what is thus Explained ; and to 

Oblige us, not to take up with rhe 

Bare Letter, where a Convenient Ex- 

poſition can begiven in anather way ? 

Laſtly, Do bur read the Epitles cf vr. 

Paul, St. fames, St. Peter, St. J>im, or 

St. Jude, and compare them with theſe 

here before us : and you will nor ſtick: 

to ſay (or think at leaſt) That if there 
be no ſenſe of theſe Epiſtles, but the. 

Literal, they are not withour reaſory 
Plac'd the Laſt in the Sacred Volume. 
Ler us ſee then, What. may be-rmde 

of them in the Myſtical, or Allegorical 
way ; called alfo ſpiritual. Chap: XE 
$8. (where Rome is ſaid ro be Spiritual - 
called Sodom, and Eg ypt, and (the Place), ; 
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alſo where our Lord was Crucified, that is, 
Jeruſalem; nor Nuatenus the Holy 
Ciry, but only Zuaten's the Place 
where our Lord was Crucified, Agsmuch 
as to ſay, Itisa forrof Church indeed, 
but no Berrer a one, than this comes 
to. Ler us fee, | ſay, what may be 
made of the Epiſtles in this Spirirual 
ſenſe.)For,as for the:Liceral ; norwith- 
ſanding our Saviours ſo tolema Often- 
tation of his Extraordinary Knowledg, 
at the beginning of Every Epiſtle, as 
if ir would appear from the Diicourle 
it is prefixt to.; I am confidear, That 
no Man, from allthe Lireral Interpre- 
tations, that have yert-come abroad, 
has form'd any betrer 'Opinion of our 
Saviours knowledg, than he had be- 
fore; to ſay no worſe. For which very 
reaſon, Brethren, if there were no 
other, Let us be perſwaded to open 
our Eyes, and to look about us a little ; 
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and to ſeek for ſuch a ſenſe, and Can. 
didly (when offecd) tro Embrace ir 
as may be a t to raiſe our Eſteem of 
that Divine Preicience, which our 
Saviour we lee, does ſo much in this 
Prophecy,and above all,in the Epiſtles 
value himſe}f upon ; and to Convince 
every Good Chriſtian, That the Au. 
thor of theſe Epiſtles has ſhewn a much 
larger Reach of knowledge in 

than is ſhewn in any of his Diſcj 
Epiſtolary Writings ; and, that Thet 
Inſcription, Know Thy Works, Pro 
miſing ſomething very extraordinary; 
and for that pui + {o Obſervably 
Plac'd in the molt Conſpicuous Part, 
the very Front of every Epiltle (an 
Ornament which the Literaliſts, for 5t 
was I find, could very well diſpenſe 
with) Deſerves the Place it is affixt 
ro, ane becomes 1t. 
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